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CONFIDENTIAL HELSINKI 2224 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: EG, FI, IT, MA, MX, CE, ICJ 

SUBJECT: CANDIDACIES FOR INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE 
REF: (A) STATE 173735 (NOTAL), (B) USUN 01821, (C) GENEVA 10704, 

1 . JUDGE EERO MANNER IS A DISTINGUISHED FINNISH JURIST 
WITH EXTENSIVE EXPERIENCE IN INTERNATIONAL LEGAL MATTERS. 

HE IS HIGHLY RESPECTED IN FINLAND AS AN INTELLECTUALLY 
HONEST AND PRINCIPLED MAN. WE AGREE WITH THE JUDGMENT, 

EXPRESSED IN REFTEL C, THAT MANNER IS A MAN OF INTEGRITY 
WHO CAN BE EXPECTED TO RESIST ANY POLITICAL PRESSURES THAT 
MIGHT BE PLACED UPON HIM FROM THE USSR, TO THE EXTENT THAT 
SUCH PRESSURES ARE RELEVANT IN THE ICJ CONTEXT. 

2. IN SHORT, JUDGE MANNER IS A HIGHLY QUALIFIED CANDIDATE, 

AS OUR USUN MISSION OBSERVED IN REFTEL B. MOREOVER, 

IT IS IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT MANNER IS THE AGREED 
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CANDIDATE OF THE FIVE NORDIC COUNTRIES WHICH, AS THE 
FINNS AND OTHER NORDICS POINT OUT, HAVE NOT BEEN 
REPRESENTED ON THE ICJ BENCH SINCE THE LOSS OF THE 
'NORDIC SEAT" THREE YEARS AGO. 

3. THIS EMBASSY, THE FOREGOING NOTWITHSTANDING, IS 
NOT IN A POSITION TO EVALUATE THE QUALIFICATIONS OF 
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JUDGE MANNER VIS-A-VIS OTHER CANDIDATES. WE WILL 
LEAVE IT TO THOSE WHO HAVE DEALT WITH JUDGE MANNER 
AND THE OTHER CANDIDATES IN INTERNATIONAL LEGAL FORA 
TO COMPARE THEIR RELATIVE QUALIFICATIONS. WE 
WOULD SIMPLY POINT OUT THAT JUDGE MANNER'S OWN 
QUALIFICATIONS ARE OUTSTANDING AND THAT WE FIND THE 
ARGUMENT FOR NORDIC REPRESENTATION PERSUASIVE. WE 
URGE THAT THESE FACTORS BE TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION 
AS THE USG DETERMINES ITS POSITION ON THIS ISSURE. 

RIDGWAY 
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